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Dollar General in Hamel opened in late March 

after a 9-month construction process. Madi-

son County provides building permit and in-

spection services to the village.  The building 

construction was valued at over $750,000. 

50 
NEW HOMES  

Fifty (50) new home permits 
have been issued in unincorpo-
rated Madison County this year, 
which is up 9% since last year.  

New Home 

Permits in 

unincorpo-

rated Madi-

son County 

through May 

have continu-

ally increased 

since the end 

of the reces-

sion. 

NEW FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  (FAQ) 

HANDBOOK ON OUR WEBSITE! 

Our FAQ handbook provides answers to inquiries 

we regularly receive about our programs and ser-

vices. The PDF version is now available on our web-

site and  a printed version will be available soon in 

the Planning & Development Department. Find our 

FAQ online at http://tiny.cc/MadCoFAQ 

On average Planning & Development staff han-

dles 1,000 phone calls and walk-ins per month or 

around 12,000 per year. During the building sea-

son, the number can jump up to over 1,200 as it 

did in May 2016. 



Annual Reports Completed 

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT  

ZONING ADMINISTRATION 
 

Cahokia Creek Watershed Plan 

Enters Next Phase 

The Cahokia Creek 

Watershed Plan is 

moving into the next 

phase of the planning 

process.  The Corps of 

Engineers is expected 

to finish their report 

on existing drainage 

facilities in July. Plan-

ning staff will then 

combine the USCAE’s 

report with com-

ments from public 

engagement and start 

the issue identifica-

tion stage of the plan. 

The end of May marks the deadline for MS4 annual re-

ports.  Each of the 26-member MS4 co-permittee group is 

required to file an report on their activities through the 

year to show how they’ve met minimum control 

measures.  Planning & Development staff works with each 

of the participants to complete their report and send it to 

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) for review 

and approval.   

MS4 is the acronym for Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 

System.  The program is an outgrowth of the Clean Water 

Act and requires each jurisdiction within an urbanized 

area to address several areas of stormwater manage-

ment.  These include pre- and post- development stand-

ards for erosion and drainage, reducing the amount of 

illicit discharge into the natural drainage system, practic-

ing good housekeeping techniques (storage of chemicals, 

street sweeping), and providing public outreach and edu-

cation.   

11 
zoning petitions were re-

viewed by the Zoning Board 

of Appeals in May. 

Zoning Certificates 

County Approves Business Expansion 

A tasting room within an existing liquor distillery in the Mead-

owbrook area was approved by the County Board in May.  

The distillery was originally approved last year and is now ex-

panding to include tours and the tasting room.  The request 

involved a “B-5” commercial zoning district, which provides 

flexibility in permitted land uses and improvements on the 

site.  Since the distillery operation is not a very common com-

mercial use, planning staff recommended using a “B-5” proce-

dure as a way to expedite the request.  The distillery is locat-

ed within a multi-tenant building on IL State Route 140, adja-

cent to the Meadowbrook Fire Station.    Accessory Structures New Homes  

Deck Residential Addition 

Swimming Pools 



SUSTAINABILITY & RECYCLING 

Sustainability Coordinator Update!
We would like to congratulate Kim Petzing for 

her new position as Sustainability Coordinator 

for Madison County Planning & Development 

Department. Kim previously held the Madison 

County Green Schools Coordinator position for 

2 years. During that time she 

worked with over 100 county K

-12 public, private, and paro-

chial schools to incorporate 

sustainable programs at prac-

tices at those sites. She will be 

missed in that position by 

many. Her skills and experi-

ence make her a great asset to 

this position. Her new role 

began May 23. 

GREEN SCHOOLS 

$164,000 
was awarded to 13 communities throughout Madison County 

for the Environmental Grant sustainability projects including 

composting, community gardens, storm water management, 

water quality improvement, and recycling. 

200 
students and teachers 

attended the Madison 

County Green School’s 

Earth Flag Celebration  

on May 10 , 2016. 

Earth Flag Celebration  
The annual Earth Flag Celebration was held 
on May 10 at SIU-E and was attended by 200 
students and teachers.  The day of celebra-
tion is a way to formally recognize all of the 
schools, students, and Green School Coordi-
nators throughout the county. The Green 
Schools program sponsored several competi-
tions and projects for K-12 students through-
out the year focusing on recycling, storm-
water abatement, clean air, and wellness. 
School Green Teams and the Coordinators 
themselves are also recognized and support-
ed with grant funding, stipends and recogni-
tion awards.  The Green Schools program impacted over 25,000 students, 
faculty, and staff during the past school year; a number that continues to 
grow each year. We would like to recognize the following winners:  

 Green Team of the Year - East Elementary  

 Green School Coordinator of the Year—Terri Kunz with Coolidge Middle 
School  

 1st Place Shoeman Collection—Summit Elementary  

 1st Place Tab Top Collection—Parkside Elementary  

The effort to develop a plan for the County’s sustainability 

programs is continuing.  Public engagement for the plan will 

continue through the summer.  The online survey has been 

completed by 200 people, and planning staff will begin a new 

push in June with the help of municipalities and townships to 

generate more input.  A draft of the plan is 

expected to be completed this Fall. For an 

overview of the planning process and to take 

the online survey go to  http://goo.gl/ZUp0ft.   

Sustainability Plan Continuing 

http://goo.gl/ZUp0ft
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Mobile home park licenses will be considered for renewal at 

the June Public Safety Committee meeting.  Each of the ten 

(10) manufactured home parks in Madison County are re-

quired to maintain a park license and are regularly inspected 

by planning staff to ensure the parks are in compliance with 

all applicable building and property maintenance codes.  

As part of the annual license renewal, letters are sent to park 

owner’s in April with a list of any outstanding violations.  The 

park owners are required to address issues prior to the June 

Public Safety Committee meeting. The License Investigator 

provides the Committee with an annual report detailing any 

regular or outstanding issues and violations, zoning status, 

and volume of incidents reported by the Madison County 

Sheriff’s Department. If the Committee finds the park is in 

conformance with all applicable codes, the license will be 

renewed for another year.  

Mobile Home Park License Renewal 

Like us on Facebook! Sustainable Madison County 


